meantime our enemies are IN The City, My Prefect
of the Wharves was here an hour ago. A big barge
came down from the north this afternoon and was
followed by two others which made fast at Number
Five Wharf. All three were supposedly and ostensibly
laden with larch-poles. But I had given him a warning
not to trust his searchers, so when these barges tied up,
he took the naval resemsts and searched the larch-poles.
The ships were full of armed men from the rebel villages,
thirty-five in one, twenty-five in another, twenty in the
third. Eighty picked men xvith food and drink They
were to have lain in the barges till the signal came, when
they were going to secure the wharves. You can imagine
from that how near we are to the signal"

"What did you do with them?" she asked.

"They were battened down securely below the deck,'*
he said. "Then the barges were towed across the water
and moored in the harbour under guard. The naval
reservists are either doing that or watching for other
barges. 'More come/ the men said."

"I begin to understand the Horse of Troy," she said.

"The boom is across now," he said. "No more can
come in. From now on the boom will be across all the
time; any ships coming down will have to pull across to
Peter's Point and moor there till we see a little. That is
your boom, of course."

"One thing I would like to say if I may," Theodora
said, "you may be sure of one thing. The Greens have
been really scared at the influence the Patriarch and the
clergy have shown. It is that which has made them send
out their speakers again."

"Yes," he said, "die Patriarch has impressed a great
many. To-morrow he will have a very great day with
processions and intercessions. I put more hope now in
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